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Mr. Randy Schultz
Editor
The Palm Beach Post
P.O. Box 24700
West Palm Beach, FL 33416

Dear Mr. Schultz:

Your August 29 editorial, "Make dike flaws public,- implies that the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers has not done so. This assertion doesn't tell the full story and actually
misleads your readers.

As stated by the Jacksonville District lead attorney in her cover letter, which
transmitted to the Palm Beach Post a number of documents, including local inundation
(flooding) maps, "The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers holds public safety as its highest
priority. We have always taken, and will continue to take, actions that put protection of
the public above all other considerations."

We know that an informed community is a secure community, and the Corps has
worked diligently over the more than 70 years that we have managed Herbert Hoover
Dike to provide factual information in a timely, accurate and forthright manner.
Accordingly, all information requested by the Palm Beach Post was provided, with the
single exception of the exad global positioning system (GPS) locations of piping and
seepage areas previously repaired. As these "patches. could potentially remain as
weak spots, a recurrence and/or increased stress could be more likely at these specific
locations.

However, although we determined that pinpointing exact locations of weak spots in
Herbert Hoover Dike could pose a threat to homeland security. I want to make it dear
that general information about the dike's vulnerability through seepage, piping and
erosion has, in fact, been provided to the public and to the media regularly over the
years. Documents that desaibe vulnerabilities in the Herbert Hoover Dike have been
presented to the public and are readily available. The Major Rehabilitation Report
(MRR) specifically identifies Reames 1, 2, 3 and 7 as the priority areas for
strengthening, and the map on page 45 of that report identifies the reaches. This
document has twice undergone public review, in 1999-2000 and again in 2005. The
MRR, along with a summary brochure prepared and distributed specifically for public
information purposes, is posted on the Jacksonville District web site.
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Page 5 of the MRR Executive Summary states, "Based on the contents of this Major
Rehabilitation Evaluation Report, it is recommended that the report be approved and
efforts to initiate rehabilitation of Reach 1 be undertaken in the most efficient manner
possible. It is also recommended that efforts to prepare the second Major Rehabilitation
Evaluation Report, addressing Reaches 2, 3 and 7, be initiated as soon as possible.
This will ensure that expedient measures are taken to restore acceptable levels of flood
protection in those areas as well.-

Corps staff works diligently to maintain the safety and stability of Herbert Hoover
Dike and to keep the lakeside communities informed. Additionally, we continue to
consult with local emergency management officials to provide information, including
maps and databases for their use, in the unlikely event that they must make a decision
to recommend evacuation of the communities surrounding Lake Okeechobee. We have
provided information that is helpful to local officials and to residents, and we have
repeatedly advised residents to listen for and follow the instructions of their local
emergency managers concerning the actions to be taken prior to, during and following
storms.

The GPS database sought by the Palm Beach Post would not provide information
that would be any more useful to residents than the information that has already been
made public. The GPS data provides a level of specificity that could be used by any
individual or group of people who would seek to damage critical infrastructure or harm
innocent people. The Corps made the decision to withhold the location of vulnerable
areas because, as we have stated, we will always take actions that put protection of the
public above all other considerations. We thought long and hard on this decision, and
we made it with a clear conscience and with the best intentions.

In your editorial, you expressed care and concern for the 4O,(X)() residents of
lakeside communities and for their need to feel more secure. I share that goal and
believe that we have demonstrated our intention, and we will continue to do so. I hope
you will do the same through balanced and accurate reporting, and by encouraging
residents to stay informed, be prepared and heed the advice of those who are entrusted
with their safety. I look forward to taking our media friends on a visit to Herbert Hoover
Dike in the near future.

Sincerely I

--~~~

Paul L.
Colonel, U.S. Army
District Commander
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